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L ooking Down The Road...

A letter from the Director ...

The Holidays are getting close making it a
busy time of the year for our Chapter!

One of the biggest events we have going
isthe Garden City Santaland Parade. Our
Chapter isthe host for the Parade and the
parade committee could really use some
help putting thisevent on. The paradeis
the Saturday after Thanksgiving (11-27-
04). If you can help, please contact Pat
Squires at (734) 5223441. We need riders
on bikes as well as people to march and
throw candy.

We are also hel ping the Goodfellows
again by selling newspapers on the corner
of Ford and Inkster. Thiswill be the day
after Thanksgiving (11-26-04). Your help

would be greatly appreciated.

| would like to thank those that are pre-
paring the Dinner for our Veterans who
will be alone on Thanksgiving. Food for
the Dinner should be dropped off at the
Post by 1:00 P.M. on Thanksgiving day.
The Post will probably be open around
11:00 am to start taking food in.

Don't forget to mark your calendar for the
Chapter Christmas party at the Post at
7:00 pm on Saturday Dec 11. The party
isavery good time to share with some
friends. Please bring adish to passif you
can.

Ride Safe,
Bill
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.JAnd Don’'t Call Me*“Ed”

efore | start out this month, 1'd like to ask
everyone to remember that no-one serving
our Chapter is doing so as a career choice
(though at times it may seem otherwise to
those doing it :0). It'sall voluntary work, and
these volunteers “work” for no-one in particu-
lar, but for the membership as awhole.

Iso, everyone serving this Chapter is hu-
man. Mistakes will be made, and it is highly
doubtful that any mistakes are made on pur-
pose or out of meanness. Keep this in mind
when commenting on the performance of our
current officers and volunteers—whether
commenting directly to them or to others.

hile on the subject of officers, many of
which have expressed the desire to no longer
servein office, | would like to thank them for
their work and dedication of this and many
previous years! Most of these folks have been
in office since the beginning. Bravo! Looking
a the ALR across the US, | say "Job well
done!” At this writing, the ALR is in 37
States, with 203 known Chapters, al from the
“seed” planted here at Post 396! Your efforts
are appreciated and will be missed.

s the year winds down, | thought I’d spend
some time talking about the newdletter I've
been hammering out since, what? February?
Good Lord (not you, Bob)! Has it been that
long aready?

irst, | have been asked why | insist on
sending newsl etters to members who have not
renewed and why | continue to mention their
birthdays in the Mile Markers. The answer is
simple, and has to do with my philosophy
toward this organization: you'll never get
those who have left you to return if you never
show that they are remembered, and that their
membership here was valued. Frankly, you'll
find it hard to retain your current members if
you're not willing to show these things. Dues
payment alone should not determine whether
we continue to make contact with an “ex-
member”. Being a member makes you part of
our extended family. Just because a disagree-
ment, misunderstanding or change in life
circumstances have taken a member away is
no reason to simply write them off.—I'd

(Continued on page 2)

- Needy Family 19 Dec 7:30am
- 1* Ride O’ The Year 1 Jan

- ALR Meeting 2 Dec 7 pm

- Santaland Party 4 Dec

- Christmas Party 11 Dec 7 pm
- Christmas Lights Ride 14 Dec

- Cookie Bake 17 Dec 8pmat .
Dunstan (BYOCD, BYOB)

BIRTHDAYSIN DEC:

-Frank “ CB” Pelaccio—
1 Dec

- Bob Gamble—6 Dec

- Richard Amenson—9
Dec

- Ralph Rouse—11 Dec

- Gentleman Dave Spiteri
& Peggy Chassman—14
Dec

- Marvin Koslowski—16
Dec

- Don Blasky—16 Dec

- Jesus Christ—25 Dec
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American Legion Riders On The Road...

August 20 Electrical things aren't
suppose to smoke are they?? Bob
Lord fried his stator and once again
found himself back in a shop for re-
pairs. Thistime we went to Bob'sHD
in Fond Du Lac. | highly recommend
this shop. They had himin, replaced
the stator and washed his bike, in less
then 1 %2 hours. Now that's service.

We missed the beginning of the
scheduled Poker Run but were able to
catch up with everyone at their sec-
ond stop. Wisconsin has beautiful
scenery, lots of farms and it made for
aniceride. Got back to the Post
around 5:00 pm and went back to the
motel for the Pork Roast. The cost of
the dinner was $6.50; we thought it
was included with the $30.00 regis-
tration fee, so our group decided to
go out for dinner. After dinner, we
returned to the motel and went pool-
side to socialize with the other ALR
members.

August 21 With nofield events
scheduled we decided to on a Poker
Run at a place called Beaver Dam,
WI sponsored by the Top Hat MC.
We all went to Bob's HD shop for t-
shirts. Remember Murphy's Law?? It
turns out Rob's bike started making a
metallic noise which was finally di-
agnosed as a bad front engine mount.
That and both the front and rear tires
were replaced. Mike had to have his

chain adjusted and Bob had to have
his primary cover tightened. Again,
waiting for repairs at the dealership,
we missed the start of the Poker Run.

Once everyone was ready and on the
road we went to Scoot's Bar, the start
of the run. There we met the owner
(Gail), retired from the Air Force
after 20 years of service. Never made
the run but we had a great time at the
bar and I never laughed so hard with
all of Gail'sjokes. It hasto be her
military background. Alas: we had to
get back to the Post for ceremonies
and dinner by 5:00 pm.

The typical meeting stuff, introduc-
tion of National Officer, Wisconsin
officers and a Wisconsin Senator. He
was a hellfire and brimstone speaker
and has logged over 600,000 miles on
motorcycles. Thisis not atype-o (six
hundred thousand). Bill Kaledas was
introduced and he called on different
state representatives to identify at-
tending members. Michigan had
members from Mt. Clemens, Garden
City, Birmingham, Downriver
(Melvindale), Holt and Howell—not
abad showing. Six out of nine ALR
Posts from Michigan. A large group
from Indiana, as always supported,
the event; Bo and hiswife (Mary
Ann) are some of the nicest people
you would ever want to meet. Wis-
consin, lllinois, lowa, New Y ork,

The Year Of Riding In Review

Kentucky—and the farthest rider was
from Texas, broken leg with acane
on aKAWASAKI. In talking with
people, there were between 90 to 100
ALR members at the Romp. Thisisn't
an accurate count and if anyone has
the exact member count, please let
me know.

After dinner, we went back to the
motel, relaxed poolside, said our
good bye's to old and newfound
friends. People were packing for the
ride back home.

In conclusion, | haveto tell you of 2
people | met at this event that put
everything into perspective. The first
was the wife of a member from Indi-
ana. She was diagnosed with cancer
and with surgery and chemo therapy,
sheisnow a SURVIVOR. The sec-
ond was aman | met at the dealer-
ship, while waiting for repairs. He
had open heart surgery and DIED
during the operation but was revived.
An air bubble got into his brain and
afterwards, he had to learn how to
speak, walk, read and function nor-
mally. As soon as he was able, he
bought himself a motorcycle and has
been riding ever since. These 2
strangers will forever be an inspira-
tion for LIFE.

...And Don’t Call Me“Ed” (cont.)

write off one of my ALR brothers or
sisters no sooner than I'd write off one
of my own family. (Well, maybe alittle
sooner...)

es, eventualy I'll stop pining away
for certain of “the lost”—particularly
those who have expressed a desire to no
longer be contacted by our Chapter
(I've been told there are a few); how-
ever, there are others whose circum-
stances simply “got in the way”. | may
never drop these folks—as long as I'm
the editor (I'm sure we'll talk more on
that later), and as long as | believe they
may wish to hear from us. It is notable
that several of these “ex-members’ till
help out with the parade and other ALR
activities. No, I'll not write these off.

nother question pertained to the list-
ing of anniversaries, etc. Again, | can
list only what I'm aware of. Other than
birthdays, | list things | hear about in
meetings, or about members I'm very
familiar with. When | get time, I'll
change my database to track more mem-
ber info. Unfortunately, I’ve not yet
encountered that mythical prize called
“gpare time” yet. :0) I'll let you know
when | get this done, and when you can
submit dates to it. In the meantime, just
whisper to me at the meetings...

specia Thanks! Goes out to new
member Lenny Butkiewicz, who is
working at selling ads for the Newdet-
ter. Lenny, | commend your initiative,
and | truly appreciate your help! So

does Stormy :0)

nother big Thanks! Goes out to Pete
“Boogaloo” Boguslawski and Charlie
“007" Babcock for submitting info to
either take the space of my drivel, or to
help me write it! Not complaining—
well... maybe just a little—but coming
up with enough filler was much less of a
burden due to these folks—particularly
Boo’'s “American Legion Riders On The
Road” series. Please continue! Anyone
else want a by-line?

ow! That wasreally long!

ishing aBlessed and Merry Christ-
mas and aHappy New Year to you all!
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- Bobcat
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Help Wanted!

Since nominations will be in Janu-
ary, | wanted to let you all know
that | won't be accepting the treas-
urer’s position for next year. If you
are interested in the job and have
any questions, please don’t hesitate
to call or eemail me. | will be will-
ing to help you get set up and run-
ning. | use Microsoft Money and
can transfer the data to your com-
puter. You need to be available to
attend meetings to give the treas
urer’s report, record money taken in
and given out. Afterwards you
make the deposit and do the report.
You will aso be ordering plants/
flowerd/fruit baskets etc. for mem-
bers per chapter guidelines.

| have enjoyed being treasurer and
being on the board for eleven years.
Time for new idess.

E-mail to stormyjudy@hotmail.com
or you can cal me evenings or
weekends at 734-782-4211.

-Stormy

Safety First!

My message this month is simple:
During this Holiday season, don't
mix your drinks with your driving.
We want to see everyone next year!

Be someone’'s hero—cal them a
cab or be adesignated driver!

-Bobcat

ALR Table at Giant Swap M eet!

Our sincere thanks to the folks at
Giant Motorcycle Swap M eetsfor
responding to the Cruisin’ News
sent to them each month! It's great
to be noticed!

No, they didn't take an ad; how-
ever, they DID provide us with a
free rental space at their October
31% Lansing swap meet! Pete
“Boogaloo” Boguslawski, Mike
“Ponytail Mike” Globke, Bob “Dr.
Bob” McAdams, Bob “Osama’
Sebes, and Bob “Buffalo Bob”
Smith (so many Baobs...) answered
the call and quickly put together an
ALR Information Booth to let pro-
spective member know who we are!

M i &

Awesome job, Brothers! And abig
thank you, to our friends at Giant
M otorcycle Swap M eets!

Atimefor renewal...

It's timetorenew your ALR mem-
bership! Keep in mind that if you
have not renewed by December 31st,
you're technically no longer a mem-
ber!

If you've renewed your Legion Fam-
ily Membership, take your new Le-
gionfAUX/SAL card, $12 dues, and
your motorcycle registration with a
completed Member Data Form
(download it from our website or get
one at the next meeting) to the mem-
bership chairperson, and your new
card will beissued.

You can aso mail a check or money
order for $12.00 with your Member-
ship Data Form and copies of your
Legion family card and motorcycle
registration to:

ALR

c/o Pam Globke

26340 Pennie

Dearborn Heights, M| 48125

Your card will be mailed you, and all
copies will destroyed. &0

Your ad here helps produce the monthly newsl etter

(Ads are $10 each/$120 for 13 months)

Wolverine Harley-Davidson sty

2) 44660 N. Gratiot Clinton Township, M1 48036 |[IEATIHL]

3 (586) 463-7700  www.wolverinehd.com SYCLEZ,
“World-classfacility, great people!”

Print ads are listed in first-come, first-served order; left to right, top to bottom. Web ad presentation isin random order. Ad proceeds fund copying, folding, tabbing, labeling, and mailing costs. I
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Cruisin’ News

isa Publication of The American
Legion Riders, Department of
Michigan, Post 396

Editor: Pat “Bobcat” Babcock

Contributors:
Bill “PolkaBill” Kaledas—Director
Pete “Boo-Ga-Loo” Boguslawski

Isthis newsletter correctly ad-
dressed? Contact the editor if any-
thing is wrong—name as displayed,
address, etc. Thanks!

Advertise With Us!

The Cruisin’ News gives you the
opportunity to get the word out to a
group of motorcycle enthusiasts dedi-
cated to the support of Veteran's
issues. We're a hellatioudy loyal
group, well known to support those
who support us. Y our $10 ad helps to
produce this newsletter, getting ALR
info—and your ad—to members via
both mail and the web. Pleas adver-

tise with us. TheALRisaprogram
of The American Legion— a non-
profit Veterans' organization

Still serving - And Riding!

=

The Runs...

Biker eventsin and
around our area

(ALWAYS check with
the subject organization
to be sure that these
dates are still valid—this
list iscompiled LONG
before many are offi-
cially scheduled and it
isn’t normally reviewed
afterward):

Nov 26 Goodfel-
) low's Paper

Drive
\

Garden City,
AKX
3 ;};/w.—- Gentleman

MI Contact

734/427-
9712 or 734/812-1518 for
more information

Nov 27 Santaland Parade
Garden City, M| Contact
Pat Squiresto volunteer
to help with planning and

ul I

logistics, or Moe Price if you plan on riding in the pa-
rade.

Dec 4 Santaland Party Garden City, M| Contact Crazy
Bob Squires or Gentleman Dave Spiteri to volunteer to
help with setup and/or the party itself.

Dec 11 Chapter Christmas Party

Post 396, Garden City, Ml

Dec 14 (tentative) Hines Christmas Lights Ride

From Post 396, Garden City, Ml

Dec 17 Chapter Cookie Bake 8:00 pm

St. Dunstan, Garden City, M1 Contact Pat Babcock for
more info.

Dec 19 Garden City Need Family Food Distribution @
Maplewood Center Contact Gentleman Dave at
734/427-9712 or 734/812-1518 for more information
Jan 1 First Ride of ‘05 .
From Post 396, Garden City, M s



